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PLACE OF BIRTH
MISKOLC

DATE OF BIRTH
18.01. 1959.

BIOGRAPHY - DISCOGRAPHY

Kalman Balogh is a Kossuth Prize-winning Hungarian cimbalom artist. Although born into a famous Roma
musician family, his parents originally wanted him to become an engineer. However, a pivotal moment came
at the age of eleven during a visit to his renowned uncle, Elemér Balogh, who demonstrated a complex
Romanian melody. Kalman learned it in just 15 minutes despite having no prior musical training—an event
that changed the trajectory of his life.

Balogh has been a passionate promoter of the cimbalom worldwide, performing across the globe with folk,
symphonic, jazz, and contemporary ensembles.

He began playing at age eleven under the guidance of his uncle and traveled weekly to Budapest from
Miskolc to pursue studies.

Later, he studied under Beatrix Sz6ll0s and continued at the Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music with Ferenc
Gerencsér, graduating in 1980 as a teacher of cimbalom, solfége, and singing.
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CAREER

Balogh initially focused on traditional folk music, collaborating with nearly all = ~
Hungarian authentic folk bands, including Janosi, Okrds, Téka, Méta, Méakvirag,
Muzsikas, Vizontd, Zsaratnok, Vasmalom, Fono, and Usztiirii. He toured Germany
with Sandor Kuti and Sandor Budai, serving as music director of André Heller's
Magneten Gypsy Show.

He engaged deeply with contemporary music, performing with ensembles such as the Bt My
Miskolc New Music Workshop, Group 180, and Istvan Marta. He has appeared with SRRy
jazz groups including BDS Collection, Szakcsi Lakatos Béla, Gyula Babos, Laszlo6 Dés, Improvocation
(Arnie Somogyi, Tony Lakatos), Quartett B (Mihaly Borbély), Dresch Quartet, Archie Shepp, Gyorgy Vukan,
Agnes Lakatos, and the Budapest Ragtime Band.

He performed Kodaly's Hary Janos Suite with major symphony orchestras in Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Miami,
Tallinn, and Madrid. Since 2007, he has taught at the Liszt Academy’s Folk Music Department.

GIPSY CIMBALOM BAND

In Hungary, as elsewhere, Roma musicians have long played a vital role in entertainment music. The
foundation of Balogh’s band is the virtuosity passed down through renowned musical dynasties, combined
with fluency across genres. The group's music reflects Balogh’s vision of creating vibrant performances that
excite both performers and audiences. The band focuses on collaborative creativity, blending ideas and
refining sound. It serves as a platform for Balogh to express his musical vision alongside fellow master
musicians.

MAJOR INTERNATIONAL TOURS

e Extensive tours across
- Sweden,
- USA (including Carnegie Hall),
- Canada,
- Portugal (Lisbon Expo),
- Spain,
- France,
- Netherlands,
- Germany,
- Italy,
- Switzerland,
- Turkey,
- and more.
e Performed at prestigious festivals such as
- Montreal Jazz Festival,
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- Paris Quartier d’Eté,
- Festival d’Ile de France, - =
- and the International Gypsy Festival.

DISCOGRAPHY (SELECTED) ‘ -

Dozens of albums including:
Kalman Balogh: The Art of the Gipsy Cimbalom (1990) ARC Music U({“l(\;htrl\_ §11\{\1L»S3\i(
Balogh Kalman & the Gipsy Cimbalom Band: Roma Vandor MW Records (1995)

Gypsy Music From Hungarian Villages (1996)

Balogh Kalman & the Gipsy Cimbalom Band: Gipsy Colours (1997)

Kalman Balogh :The Art of The Gipsy Cimbalom, ARC Music Productions Int. Ltd. (1998)

Balogh Kalman ¢és a Romano Kokalo: Gipsy Colours, FolkEuropa(1999)

Balogh Kalman — Gipsy Jazz, Rounder Records Corp (1999)

Balogh Kalman & the Gipsy Cimbalom Band: AromA, FolkEur6pa (2003) Aranylemez 2007

David Murray, Kovéacs Ferenc és Balogh Kalman & a Gipsy Cimbalom Band, Fono (2005)

Balogh K4lman: Karacsonyi Oromzene, Gryllus (2005)

Balogh Kalman — Korpas Eva: O, szép fényes hajnalcsillag — Magyar népi karacsonyi énekek,
FolkEuro6pa (2005)

Balogh Kalman & the Gipsy Cimbalom Band: Aven Shavale, FolkEurdpa (2007)

Balogh Kalman & the Gipsy Cimbalom Band: Live in Germany (2007)

Kalman Balogh: Master of the Gypsy Cimbalom, ARC Music (2008)

Balogh Kalman—Lukacs Miklos Cimbalomdu6, FolkEuropa (2009)

Balogh Kélman & the Gipsy Cimbalom Band: Délibab, FolkEurdpa (2010)

Balogh Kalman &Farkas Rozsa Chick Corea: Children's Songs, Hunnia Records (2010)

Kalman Balogh Cimbalogh Trio-Opus 1. Hungaria Records (2012)

COLLABORATIONS (HIGHLIGHTS)

Worked with over 100 prominent Hungarian and international ensembles in folk, classical, and world
music scenes.

Miékvirag Hungaroton (1979)

Janosi Egyiittes:Szatmari zene, mez0ségi zene Hungaroton (1985)
Szvordk Katalin: Dalvandorlas, Hungaroton (1986)

Marta Istvan: Kapolcs riado (1987)

Méta + Balogh Kalman, ARC Music (1988)

Muzsikas: Osz az id6 Szerzéi kiadas,(1989)

Téka: Feljon a nap (1989)
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A felkel6 nap héaza, Valogatas, Hungaroton (1989) = =
Vizontd: Gitania Express, Hungaroton-Gong Kft. (1990)
Méta & Balogh Kalman, ARC Music (1990) X
Vizontd: Best, Quint (1991) \
Cimbalmos Vilagtalalkozo (1991) ( )
Transylvanian Portraits, Koch World (1992) : ‘ /
Zengd (1994) ERKEL FERENC
Janosi Egyiittes: Egy rapszodia Hungaroton (1994) SRS
Okros — Balogh Kalmén: Hippoglassus Hippoglassus, Around Sound Studios

(1994)

Ando Drom (1995)

Janosi egyiittes: Rapszodia - LISZT és BARTOK forrasokHungaroton Classic

LTD., (1995)

Budapest Ragtime Band: Trubadurr, Hungaroton Classic LTD., (1995)

Cserepes Karoly: Kivandorlas (1896-1914) (1996)

Usztiirii Zenekar: Szarazfanak muzsikaja, Foné Records 1997)

Joel Rubin Jewish Music Ensemble - Beregovski’s Khasene (1997)

Okrés: Bonchida, haromszor, A bt (1997)

Okros Egyiittes:Kallos Zoltan, Fond (1997)

Kallos Zoltan: Idegen foldre ne siess, (1997)

Ot Azoj Klezmerband: The Heart of Klezmer, Oreade Music (1998)

Vujicsics: Voyageurs, Fond Records (1998)

Gypsy Folk Music From Transylvania, Rounder Select (1999)

Kiss Ferenc: Nagyvarosi bujdosok, Etnofon (1999)

Zengd: Vig 6ra (1999)

Romanyi Rota: Phiravelman kalyi gyhuv Fono (1999)

G.Nagy Ilian-ifj. Csodri Sandor:Jézus sziiletése FOLK-OPERA 2000 (2000)

Johann Sebastian Bach: Revisited, BMC Records (2000)

Cintece ale romanilor din Ungria: Inflorit o Rugutu (2000)

Vasmalom II., Vasmalom III., Periferic Records (2001)

The International Cimbalom Festival, FREA Records (2001)

Kiss Ferenc: A Héttorony hangjai, Etnofon (2001)

Okros: Elindultam szép hazambol (2001)

Téka: Nincs szebb élet a miénknél (2001)

Téka:Oskelet (2002)

Dresch Mihaly Quartet/Archie Shepp: Hungarian bebop, BMC Records (2002

Herczku Agnes: Arany és kék szavakkal Foné Records (2002)

Mitsoura: Mitsoura, Bartha Bt. (2003)

Gazsa zenekar:Budapesttdl Kommandoéig (2003)


https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cso%C3%B3ri_S%C3%A1ndor_(n%C3%A9pzen%C3%A9sz,_1956)
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e Nem megyiink a masvilagra: Gomor — Kishont megye falusi bandainak = =
emlékére (2003)

Tiikros: Vigan legylink!, FolkEurdpa (2003) \
LezKlez & Kalmén Balogh: ,,Ostinato”, LezKlez (2003) \
The dulcimer collection, ARC Music (2003) f \
Csingiling, Karacsonyi Muzsika, Valogatas (2003)

Joszko Broda:Kornyez6 népek zenéi, Etnofon (2003) 5 e
Usztiirii: Az Oregeké, FolkEurdpa (2004) Chfservnlog)
Tizenkét Banda: Erdélyorszag, FolkEuropa (2004)

Fono egyiittes: Tulparton, Hungaroton Records (2004)

Vilogatas: Hangvet6 2004-2005, FolkEurdpa (2004)

Parno Graszt: Jarom az utam, Podium Productions (2004)

Berecz Andras:Szegen csengd, (2004)

Dresch Mihaly Quartet: Egyenes zene, BMC Records (2004)

Szvorak Katalin: Athallasok - Hungaroton Records (2004)

Zerkula Janos ¢€s a Szaszcsavasiak, Balogh Kdlman, Vizeli Balazs, FolkEurdpa (2004

Szvorak Katalin: Plinkosd K6zép-Eurépaban, Hungaroton Records (2005)

Hangvet6 valogatas 2006-2007, FolkEurdpa (2005)

Agocs Gergely: Kilencz Ballada, Fon6 (2005)

Fellegini Klezmer: Gipsy Oyfen veg steyt a boim, Gryllus (2005)

Okros: Igy kell jarni. .., Gryllus (2006)

Kiss Ferenc: Szerelemajtok, Etnofon (2006)

Udrub: Suhanés, Fono (2006)

Kovécs Ferenc: Beli buba, Gramy Records (2006)

Berecz Andrés: Sinka ének (20006)

Viégtazé Csodaszarvas: Tiszta forras, Fono (2006)

Okros Csaba és a Dobog6 ko (2006)

Nagy Szabolcs:Régi j6 1d6bdl, Etnofon (2006)

Csillagok, csillagok.., A magyar zene linnepe, FolkEurdpa (2007)

We are Magyar! (2007)

Tabulatura Régizene Egyiittes: Verbum caro factum est, Allegro Thaler (2007)

Hangvet6 valogatas (2007)

Napra: Jaj, a vilag (2007)

Berko zenekar: Berko, Etnofon (2007)

Kalaka - Arany Janos (2007)

Vetettem gyongyot, Valogatas, Vildgzene Magyarorszagon, Etnofon (2007)

Csingiling (2008)

Live in Zinghaus, Tonica World Music (2009)

The Other Europeans:Splendor, Ethnomusic Records (2009) Songlines picks "Splendor" as 1 of
the best CDs of 2012


https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szvor%C3%A1k_Katalin
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zerkula_J%C3%A1nos
https://hu.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Vizeli_Bal%C3%A1zs&action=edit&redlink=1
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szvor%C3%A1k_Katalin
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ag%C3%B3cs_Gergely
https://hu.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kov%C3%A1cs_Ferenc_(zen%C3%A9sz)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berecz_Andr%C3%A1s
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%96kr%C3%B6s_Csaba_(heged%C5%B1m%C5%B1v%C3%A9sz)
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arany_J%C3%A1nos_(k%C3%B6lt%C5%91)
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e Gryllus Vilmos: Dalok 4 - Magyar népdalok (2009) = =

e Both Miklés: Radnoti, Gryllus (2009)

e Rendhagy6 Primastalalkozo 1. Folk Eurdpa (2009) fRoots TOP 10, 2010 .
aprilis, Songlines Magazin TOP 12, 2010 jalius \

e Kovacs Ferenc: My Roots, Andia (2009) f Y

e Berecz Andras: Sordal (2009)

Vilogatas Magyar vilagzene 2. A népzenétdl a vilagzenéig - azok a 90-es it

évek FolkEuropa (2010) Conservatory

Valogatas Magyar vilagzene 1-3. FolkEuropa (2010)

Valogatas Magyar vilagzene- azok a 2000-es évek FolkEuropa (2010)

Valogatas Hangvetd valogatas 2009-2010 (2010)

Parno Graszt: Reggelig mulatok Fono (2011)

Berecz Andras: Hazakisérlek Berecz Bt. (2011)

Fanfare Complexa: Radio popular Fono (2011)

Diivo: Van még benne (2012)

Rendhagyo Primastalalkozo 2. Fond Budai Zenehaz, (2013)

Lakatos Robert és a Rév: Réviilet (2013)

Gryllus Daniel: Weores Sandor A teljesség felé, Gryllus (2013)

Karavéan Familia: Asvin, Fon6 Budai Zenehéz (2014)

Bodza Klara:O aldott sziizanya, Fono Budai Zenehaz (2014)

Dobroda: Dobroda Karacsony, Dobroda (2014)

Tabulatura Régizene Egylittes: Multbanézd, Tabulatura Régizene Egyiittes (2014)

Kiss Gy. Laszl6: Kapuvari séta, FolkEuropa (2014)

Budapester Klezmer Band

Joel Rubin

Sultan: 20 Jaar

Balkanswingband Sultan: Obsede

Orientexpressen: Mahala

Music of East Europa

Internationales Hackbrettfestival 2.

World of Gypsies

Mandel Robert

IV. Ténchéz talalkozo

Vizontd: Villanypasztor

Diivo zenekar: Duivolet (2014)

Dobroda 5 - Fiilbevalo6 (2015)

Tanchaz-Népzene 2015

Tanchaz-Népzene 2016

Dobroda zenekar: Maty6fold legszebb dalai (2016)

Tanchaz-Népzene 2017


https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gryllus_Vilmos
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Both_Mikl%C3%B3s
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandel_R%C3%B3bert
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e Dobroda: Otrél a hatra (2018)
e Dobroda zenekar: “Az ecsédi kislanyoknak nincs parja... Ecséd legszebb dalai (2020)
e Az egri varmegye... Jaszsagi muzsika néptanc oktatashoz (2020)

AWARDS & HONORS

- 1985 — Young Master of Folk Art

- 1987 —2nd Place, Racz Aladar Cimbalom Competition
- 1999 — eMeRTon Award

- 2005 — Artisjus Prize

- 2007 — Kodaly Zoltan Prize

- 2007 — Musician of the Year

- 2009 — Bezeréd;j Prize

- 2015 — Hungarian Heritage Award

- 2019 — Martin Gyorgy Prize

- 2019 — Prima Primissima Award

- 2022 — Honorary Citizen of Miskolc
- 2025 — Kossuth Prize
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